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Presentation of SAILS CoP at European level 
 

RECRUITMENT TO COP 
 
The current focus on the SAILS CoP is to support and engage with teachers that have attended SAILS 
Teacher Education Programmes. Therefore, dissemination efforts relating to the CoP have up to now 
largely being concentrated at national events. This report provides a description of two European 
level events in which a presentation of the SAILS CoP was made along with a list of national events 
that SAILS partners took part in to disseminate the CoP.  
 

AFIRSE, LISBON, PORTUGAL, 30 JANUARY -1 FEBRUARY 2014 

About the conference 
AFIRSE (Association Internationale Francophone de Recherche Scientifique en Education) aims to 
further the development of scientific research in education and the international diffusion of the use 
of such research to improve the conditions of education, as well as the set of activities and 
educational practices. AFIRSE is based in France with sections in countries such as Portugal, Brazil, 
Canada, Mexico and Belgium. The 21st Colloquium was hosted by the AFIRSE Portuguese section with 
the title of “EDUCATION, ECONOMY AND TERRITORY: The place of education is developing”.  
 
The following themes were discussed: 
- Education and development 
- Local Education Policies 
- Economy and funding education 
- Management of education organizations 
- Curricular policies and teachers training 
 
The audience of this conference included policy makers, pedagogical researchers and practitioners. 
 

SAILS Presentation 
The SAILS project presentation (Appendix 1) was entitled "Pathways of knowledge construction in 
teachers’ education".  The SAILS project was presented, placing emphasis on the inquiry activities 
and assessment as well on teachers training, piloting activities and the community of practice. Data 
from the Portuguese experience with teachers from the first cohort, based on two questionnaires 
and a written reflection submitted by all teachers at the end of the first cohort were presented.  
 

  



SAILS:  289085  European conference presentation of the SAILS CoP 

 

Page 4 of 16 
 

SIS CATALYST CONFERENCE, GHENT, BELGIUM, 2-5 MARCH 2014 

http://www.siscatalyst.eu/ 

 

 
 

About the conference 
SiS Catalyst is an initiative to foster and support ethical, effective and sustainable engagement 
between children aged 7-14 years and the social, cultural, political, scientific and educational 
institutions which make the decisions that will shape their futures.  
 
The first part of this conference aimed to discuss the policy implications of involving young people in 
the decisions that will ultimately affect them. SiS Catalyst believes that children's voices should be 
systematically included in their current reality as well as the planning for the future. The ethics of 
genuinely listening to children requires empowering their autonomy in order that they can make the 
most informed choices about their present and their future. 

The programme included a series of roundtable discussions with several European Commission 
funded projects, including SAILS, with the aim of sharing experiences and ideas about engagement 
and impact on European and national policy. Further workshops included discussions on how the 
policy implications of SIS Catalyst can be developed with key players including European policy 
makers, senior academics and journalists etc. 

The audience (~120 participants) of this conference was international and included researchers, 
educators, policy makers, civil servants and youth groups.  

SAILS Presentation 
The SAILS project was one of five EU projects running roundtable sessions at the SiS-catalyst 
conference. The focus of these sessions was to discuss dissemination strategies, particularly those 
relating to the engagement of projects with national and European policymakers. SAILS Partners 
Deirdre McCabe (DCU) and Joasia van Kooten (ATiT) led a session on the SAILS project and presented 
(Appendix 2) SAILS project outcomes, the dissemination strategies used by the SAILS project such as 
the CoP, videos and teacher workshops, and the engagement with policy makers through the 
national stakeholder reference groups.  
 
Following this presentation, a discussion was held about the use of different dissemination tools like 
Face-to-Face events, Online Communities, Social Media and the use of Video to get a message 
across. Four twenty-minute sessions were held.  
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Recommendation from the discussion on the Community of Practice included the need for ongoing 
face-to-face meetings/events in order to build the community and drive engagement and the 
connection of the CoP to social media channels.   

In the afternoon more plenary and discussion sessions were organised around the theme “how to 
communicate change”. Some interesting ideas were shared by speakers as well as participants: 

 don't try to influence policy makers by telling or showing them, instead turn up with a 
solution(s) to a problem they have 

 when considering stakeholders, use social network analysis to identify stakeholders beyond 
the usual suspects 

 journalists are not our tool to use for media coverage they are a tool for society, therefore 
help them see the new and unique stories within the project and involve them throughout 
the process 

 make your 'matters of fact' a matter of concern and then create a public around it and own 
your story, be clear about the change you want to see and then choose your stories 
accordingly. 

PRESENTATION OF SAILS AT NATIONAL EVENTS 

At present, the main driver for recruitment of participants to the SAILS CoP is through SAILS Teacher 
Education Programmes. Partners are also disseminating the SAILS CoP at national events such as 
those described below.  
 
Germany: MNU Bremerhaven 
 

 
 
The MNU is an important association of mathematics and science teachers with a series of annual 
conferences in the federal states of Germany. This time the program of the 2-day conference 
consisted of almost 120 oral presentations and workshops. In addition, a large number of companies 
for teaching aids and publishers for school books participated at this conference.  
SAILS partner Gunnar Friege and co-workers Tobias Kopp and Eike Walbaum, gave a 45-minute oral 
presentation about the aims of SAILS and the results of the first workshops with teachers in 2013.  
 
Greece:  

Conference  Date &Venue Target/audience 

1st Pan-Hellenic Conference of 
School Consultants of Ministry 
Education (PESS): Modern 
Teaching Approaches 
 

23-24 November 
2013, 
Korinthos, Greece 

School Consultants of Ministry 
Education,  In-service and pre-service 
teachers from primary & secondary 
education, Students-researchers-
scientists  in science and technology 
education,  etc. 
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e-Learning Expo 2013 
Innovative e-learning practices 
for promoting active citizenship 

14 & 15 December 
2013, 
Athens, Greece 

In-service and pre-service teachers 
from primary & secondary education, 
Students-researchers-scientists  in 
science and technology education, 
School Consultants, etc. 

15th  Pan-Hellenic Conference 
of Hellenic Physical Society 
(EEF): 
Modern Physics and Society: 
Achievements - Technology - 
Research 

6 - 9 March 2014,  
Nafplio, Greece 

In-service and pre-service teachers 
from primary & secondary education, 
Students-researchers-scientists  in 
science and technology education, 
School Consultants, etc 

Microsoft in Education Global 
Forum 
 

March 11 – 14, 2014 
Barcelona, Spain 

School leaders, innovative teachers, 
School Consultants, representatives 
from the educational technology 
industry 

"New Technologies in 
Educational Practice” 
Conference organized by the 
Private Contemporary School of 
Avgoulea - Linardatou 

15-16 March 2014,  
Athens, Greece 

In-service and pre-service teachers 
from primary & secondary education, 
Students-researchers-scientists  in 
science and technology education, 
School Consultants, etc 

3rd Pan-Hellenic Educational 
Conference of Imathia: 
Integration of ICT in education 
 
 

4-6 April 2014,  
Naoussa, Greece 

In-service and pre-service teachers 
from primary & secondary education, 
Students-researchers-scientists  in 
science and technology education, 
School Consultants, etc 

 
 
Portugal: XV ENEC National LEVEL 

 

The SAILS project was presented in XV ENEC, Algarve University, Portugal. This was the fifteenth 
meeting on National Science Education. The main subject was “Current trends in Science Education”. 
It was an opportunity to share and discuss several issues related to teaching and learning, teachers’ 
professional development, curriculum and educational policies, the relationship between school and 
the community, didactic innovation and teachers training in sciences. 

Cecília Galvão and Cláudia Gonçalves presented the SAILS project at two different moments. 
Respectively in a plenary session, under the subject “Sciences curriculum, between research and 
politics” and a communication entitled “Project SAILS – Partnership in knowledge construction, 
between the academic community and teachers’ professional practice”. 

http://en.elearningexpo.gr/
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Appendix 1: SAILS Presentation at AFIRSE 
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Appendix 2: SAILS Presentation at SiS-Catalyst 
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